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PAGE 01 CAIRO 10577 241447Z 
ACTION CU-04 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO VOE-OO OES-07 HEW-06 USIA-15 
L-03 /046W 

075638 241530Z/42 

R 241303Z JUN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6555 

UNCLAS CAIRO 10577 

DEPT. FOR CU, VO, OES 

PASS HEW/OIH (D. STEPHENS) 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TBIO, OEXC, CVIS 

SUB J : FOREIGN MEDICAL GRADUATES; VQE/ECFMG EXAMS 
REF: CAIRO 9995 

1 . MINISTER OF HEALTH HAS TOLD SCIATT THAT HIS ACTION IN PREVENTING 
YOUNG EGYPTIAN PHYSICIANS FROM TAKING NEXT ECFMG EXAM WAS FOR 
TWO PURPOSES: 

A. TO PREVENT BACK LASH AGAINST US, WHEN AT LATER DATE 
VISAS ARE DENIED THOSE WHO PASSED ECFMG. 

B. TO PREVENT YOUNG PHYSICIANS FROM TAKING EXAM UNNECESSARILY. 
SINCE VQE IS NECESSARY FOR VISA, AND ECFMG CERTIFICATION CAN BE 
BASED ON VQE EXAM AND ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION, IN MINISTER'S VIEW 
THERE IS NO POINT IN TAKING ECFMG. ALL PHYSICIANS WHO PLAN OR 

NEED ENTRY INTO US SHOULD TAKE ONLY VQE. TO TAKE BOTH IS WASTE OF 
MONEY AND TIME. MINISTER WOULD BE VERY PLEASED IF VQE COULD BE 
GIVEN IN EGYPT AT EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE. 

2. MINISTER S FIRST POINT HAS BEEN BORNE OUT TO SOME EXTENT 
THROUGH CONVERSATIONS WITH YOUNG PHYSICIANS WHO HAD BEEN 
DENIED PERMISSION BY MOH TO TAKE ECFMG. MANY WERE UNAWARE 
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ECFMG WOULD NO LONGER SERVE AS BASIS FOR VISA BUT THOUGHT 
THAT US WAS NOW REQUIRING THAT THEY TAKE NATIONAL BOARDS 
AFTER ENTERING US ON VISA OBTAINED VIA ECFMG. MOST HAD 
NOT HEARD OF VQE. ALL WERE UNHAPPY. BADRAN SAID HE WAS 
TRYING SPARE USEMBASSY SHOUTING AND PROTESTS HE HAD BEEN 
ENDURING. 
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3. FYI: A THIRD REASON FOR MOH ACTION ALLUDED TO EARLIER BY 
UNDERSECRETARY GOMAA (REFTEL, PARA 3) SEEMS TO BE TO PREVENT 
YOUNG MAKE PHYSICIANS FROM LEAVING COUNTRY TO AVOID MILITARY 
SERVICE. SERVERAL DOCTORS FREELY ADMITTED THIS PURPOSE FOR 
WANTING TO LEAVE TO SCIATT. 

4. WE URGE RESPONSIBLE AGENCIES TO FAVORABLY CONSIDER EARLY 
HOLDING OF VQE IN EGYPT (REFTEL). THIS MIGHT BE DISCUSSED 
WITH BADRAN WHEN HE IS US FOR JWGMC MEETING. WE ALSO 

NEED VQE BOOKLETS (REFTEL). 

EILTS 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MEDICAL DOCTORS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 24-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977CAIRO10577 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770226-0981 
Format: TEL 
From: CAIRO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770623/aaaaatvr.tel 

Line Count: 73 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 52864977-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION CU 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 CAIRO 9995 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02-Sep-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2047994 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FOREIGN MEDICAL GRADUATES; VQE/ECFMG EXAMS 
TAGS: TBIO, OEXC, CVIS, EG 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/52864977-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



